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Abstract 
 
Our aim of this project is to investigate why Muslim parents chooses Muslim private school for their 
children. We have made our investigation based on one family, which also means that our results only are 
capable of perceive this specific family.  
By using the theories of Manuel Castells and Axel Honneth this project will account for why this family 
choose a Muslim private school, we will base our first analysis of results on our own collected empirical 
data from the family. We will shed light on why this family choice of Muslim private school by analysing 
the political part with how the 24 years rule and how it is affecting the family’s idea of the Danish 
institution as public school.  
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The Introduction 
The aim of this study is to look at the growth of Muslim private school, reasons why parents 
chose such schools for their children and the consequences, of the increase in the Muslim private 
schools. In the last couple of months, both the screen and print media had been taken over by the 
debates on the recent growth of demand for Muslim private schools. The issue of Muslim private 
schools is not an entire new debate but the increase in the enrollment percentage is what is 
attracting the attention of politicians, educationist, social analysis and the mass media. This new 
media attention had attracted us to make this research in the quest for Muslim private school by 
foreign Muslim parent as against the state run schools. 
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Problem Area 
In the last decade the media has focused more and more on immigrants. This occupation has 
affect in our choice of topic, in the media is it both seen positively and negatively, but in all 
sense the more the media publishes articles about Muslim private schools, the more will it also 
be debated. One of the most debated things in the media is the growth of children in the Muslims 
private school. An example could be an early separation in the community of Danish ethnics and 
children with another ethnic background from the beginning in the Danish institutions1.   
 
Today there is living approximately 226.000 Muslims I Denmark2 this creates a quite big group 
in the society, who believes in Islam.  This could easily be the reason to the growth in the 
Muslims private schools, but that was not the reason because the increases were also to find in 
the public school3. This leads us to, we want to find out why parents are choosing Muslim 
private school.  The Muslim private schools are defined as all other private school, Muslim 
private school are therefore not addicted to follow as much rules as the public school. The 
Muslim private schools have more freedom to choose which languages they want to learn their 
pupils and much more. They are forced to teach in Danish, Mathematics and English4. There is 
less freedom in the public school, because they have more obligatory courses compared to the 
private schools5.  
                                                          
1
 http://www.information.dk/301465 30-05-2012 date accessed 30/05/2012  
2
 http://www.b.dk/globalt/dobbelt-saa-mange-muslimer-i-danmark-paa-20-aar 30-05-2012 
accessed date 
3
 http://www.uvm.dk/Service/Statistik/Statistik-om-folkeskolen-og-frie-skoler/Statistik-om-
elever-i-folkeskolen-og-frie-
skoler/~/media/UVM/Filer/Stat/Folkeskolen/PDF09/090914%20herkomst.ashx  
4
 https://www.retsinformation.dk/forms/R0710.aspx?id=139500#Kap1 date accessed 
30/05/2012  
5
 https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=133039#K2 date accessed 30/05/2012  
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Axel Honneth Struggle of recognition consider integration as three steps, step one accounts for a 
relationship between two person, the relationship should be near and close, it could for instance 
be between a mother and a child. This is a foundation of a successes integration the second step 
is also about relationships, this relationship are often seen in the society and are between the state 
and the individual, as the first step it is very important that it is recognized of both sides. In this 
case is it very important that the individuals are recognized by the state and the state creating 
laws who are recognizing the individuals. The third and last step is about a solidarity society and 
is explained through social interaction in society, which means how acting in the different arenas 
in society. This is where the individual it selves and the society consider the individual’s 
opportunity and ability in the society6.  
 
In order to find out if this integration worked out we considered another theorists Manuel 
Castells. We use his theory to find out how they identity where in the society. Manuel Castells 
account for three different identity forms, one of them is called resistance identity and is about 
groups who are not included in the main identity and therefore not participate in the society, 
closing down and creates their own identity7. 
 
These two theorists will compensate each other by both argue in different levels of society, it 
will help us to maintain a flow through our project. Plus it should help us to answer our problem 
formulation and research questions. 
 
When it came to choose interview, we have chosen one family, to get an in depth understanding 
of how this family considered their choice of school and how it became this Al-Quds school. 
By interviewing this couple we will widen our understanding of which thought they had made, 
but also how they feel about the society and the laws in society and how they feel recognized of 
the laws in society and the political interaction. 
 
                                                          
6
 Axel Honneth chapter 5 
7
 power of identity, Manuel Castells, Blackwell publishers chapter 1 
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this will lead us to how the two theorists are capable to analyze this family and how much they 
actually says about how they feel about recognition in society and where they are placed 
according to Manuel Castells theory of identity. 
 
This will lead us to our problem our problem, if this family do not feel recognized by Axel 
Honneth’s three phases love, juridical and solidarity, and a part of Manuel castells resistance 
identity and then thereby are stigmatized and not wealthy recognized; this choice of Muslim 
private school could reproduce stigmatization and lack of integration.  
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Problem formulation 
Is the struggle for recognition and identity reasons for our responder’s choice of Al-Quds 
Muslim private school? 
Research questions 
• Does our responders feel recognized according to the juridical and solidarity phases?  
• Are the Muslim schools a vehicle for creating (self) identity? 
• How does the 24-years rule affect the choice of Muslim private schools? 
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Definition and laws of private schools 
In our project we would like to explain, the differences between private schools and free schools, 
and how they differs for the public school. This is relevant because, we want to get knowledge 
about why parents choose a different ways than the public school. While reading this project, the 
reader should get a better understanding of how the public school differs from the private school. 
Free schools the free school and private school are the same, just different verbs. The parents 
themselves often start the schools. There are no requirements, for the teachers to have a relevant 
education and only half of the teachers, have a relevant education. The free schools are not 
forced to provide a final 9th grades examination, even though most of the free schools choose 
give the opportunity for a final examination. 
In the private school, almost every teacher has a relevant education and all private schools offer a 
final examination for their pupils. 12 per cent of the Danish pupils are included in a private 
school.  
It cost approximately, 1000 DKK to go on a private school in Denmark each month8. 
 
One thing there could be relevant for our project, is the different laws and rules, the government 
gives these schools. This is relevant to see if the pupils are stigmatized or recognized in the 
private, for example could the private school have enhanced freedom to recognize the pupils 
better or could take care of a small group who has a tough time in the public school, because of 
the lack of recognition. After 9/11 a couple of young men, hurray the attack. That meant that 
debate of Muslims education of young men and girls increased and in 2001. Some politicians 
meant that the pupils got this behavior from the Muslim private schools9.  The former 
government began with their ideas for sanctions. Some of the outcome is now that, every free 
school should have some different goals. First a split goal and then a final goal, these goals are 
                                                          
8
 https://www.borger.dk/emner/skole-og-uddannelse/folkeskolen-privatskoler-
efterskoler/sider/privatskoler-og-friskoler.aspx date accessed 30/05/2012  
99
 http://www.kristeligt-dagblad.dk/artikel/206194:Kirke---tro--Borgerlige-vil-stramme-grebet-
om-friskoler date accessed 30/05/2012  
 
SIB 21.2 Second semester project  Working paper 
   Group 6  Supervisor Linni Gad 
  
 
11 
 
meant to be on the few free schools websites. There should be defined what the school has of 
goals.  
 
Definitions and laws of public school 
First of all, would we argue about the public school could have an answer for our couriers of 
why parents choose the private schools. 
So how is the power structure in the public schools? The laws and rules are determined by the 
politicians, after that the communal board are now responsible of every pupil in the public school 
are secured cost-free course in the public school. In the public school there is a manager for the 
school this manager, he has in between the other power factor the responsibility for the school to 
keep to level of good public school and that is up to the individual school manager to take the 
responsibility for this10. The public is called “the goal of public school” and is the overall idea of 
how the public school should work it mainly tells us that the public school should cooperate with 
the parents to give the pupil the best opportunity to get further education and want to be more 
knowledge11. 
The pupils should get acknowledge about Danish cultural and history, other countries cultures 
and history to the outcome of a better understanding of human cooperation.  
The pupils should be limited to develop acknowledge, believe in themselves and be capable to 
take own positions and act in society. 
Besides from that is it determined that pupils should be aware of democracy and how to 
participate and take responsibility, what are your rights and obligations in freedom and 
democracy12. 
 
                                                          
10
 https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=133039#K1 paragraph 2 date 
accessed 30/05/2012  
11
 Paragraph one https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=133039#K1 date 
accessed 30/05/2012  
12
 https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=133039#K1 date accessed 
30/05/2012  
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Case study of the family 
Late in the process we decided to make a case study of the family instead of the private school 
Al-Quds school. The reason why we chose that was that after our observation at the school a 
early morning, we realized that this family were not representative for the rest of the parents 
opinion at Al-Quds school. Our case study consist of two parents named Mahmoud and Salma. 
The parents have 4 children together and from the age 9 till 20 years. All of their children went 
to Al-Quds private school. Al-Quds means Jerusalem in Arabic. Both of the parents have good 
jobs. The father is educated in economic and business and the mom works as an interpreter. They 
came as refuges from Lebanon but are originally Palestinians and have lived in Denmark for 20 
years. When we visit the family our expectation was to find out why Muslim parents chooses 
Muslim private school for their children. We thought that is had something to do with their 
religion and that the parents wanted to make sure their children was being teach in a Islamic 
behavior. Our responders were not very religious and have selected Al-Quds school because of 
the Arabic classes and not the Islamic. We got the impression of the family that they were 
atypical and the father told us that the children did not pray at the school and there were not so 
much focus on the religion in the school. To find out if this family was able representable for the 
other parents at the school we made our own observation.   
Therefore we went to make some observation an early morning to count how many of the girls 
was wearing scarf and what the parents who followed their children to school was wearing. 1 out 
of 6 girl was not wearing the scarf. Our responder was not wearing the scarf and the responders 4 
daughters were not wearing it too. This tells us that the majority of the school is religious 
because of their way of dressing and therefore our responders are not representative for the rest 
of the parents at the school.  
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Methodology 
 
This section is about the design of the entire project; it is a view and content of each chapter as 
we attempt to answer our problem formulation. We don’t have a section for definition of term, as 
we had tried to define all necessary term within the contents of their being used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 1 This chapter give an introduction to what our project is all about, the 
problem area is well define, the problem is formulated out that leads to our 
3 research questions 
 
Chapter 2 This chapter we outline the differences between public and privates 
school, laws and definition and it contains a brief description of our case 
study.  
Chapter 3 Methodology section where our research technic, interview method, our 
prepared interview guild, the reliability and validity of the interview 
knowledge, and delimitation will all be contained. This chapter will help 
the reader to understand how and why we made the interviews.  
Chapter 4 Our two main theory both; The struggle of recognition by Axel Honneth 
and creating identity by Manuel Castells will both be discussed. 
Chapter 5 This section we will analyze our research problem, argue the political 
viewpoint of our research.  
Chapter 6 Our conclusion will be summed up; reflection of the entire project will be 
stated.  
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Empirical data 
We decided in our group to gain our own empirical data. An empirical data is gained by making 
interviews and afterwards analysis of the interviews. We would like to investigate why Muslim 
patens chooses Muslim private school for their children and does it have anything to do with 
constructing identities and recognition of the self. Our main focus is going to be the interview 
with a particular family because they are our responders.  
 
Interview guide 
According to Kvale’s 7 steps about how to build an interview, step 1 is the thematisation process. 
In the step one we have to find out what we are looking for and which methods could be used to 
answer our problem formulation and to help us drawing a conclusion. Beside that we have to 
consider the consequences for the chosen methodology have for the project’s analysis. We are 
looking for knowledge about how much their culture, religion and roots fills their life today in 
Denmark compared to what it did before they left their home country and what they think about 
public schools vs. private schools/how much religion and mother-tongue classes means to them, 
beside that we would like to talk to them about identity and how their role in the society is 
according to each responder. There will be two members of the group while making the 
interview and if it becomes necessary to make the interview in Arabic then it is not a problem 
because we have one member who understands and speaks Arabic. Of course we are aware that 
it is important that the responders is able to express him/her self in the language they feel most 
comfortable with.  
Step 2 is called the design process. We want to make a frame for the interview before we start. 
After reading the theories and getting enough knowledge to make a few questions that is based 
on the theories. One of the members has already visited the responder, which are parents with 4 
children. The reason why we have chosen this family was that one of the group members knows 
one of the daughters and therefore she could help us arrange an interview. We have tried to call 
Al-Quds school and ask if they could help us find parents who were interested in helping us, but 
they never called b ack. We are aware that it can affect the responders’ answers of the questions 
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that we are friends with their daughter. Having the possibility to visit them makes it easier to 
make questions later on in the process because we were able to observe how they lived; design of 
the house, the way they dress, who they act and talk and what topics they voluntary likes to talk 
about. We entered their home and the first thing was shaking hands and taking of our shoes. 
Taking of the shoes before you enter the house is a part of their traditions. They offered us fruit 
and the parents were sitting beside each other. We notice that their way of dressing was very 
modern. The mother Salma was wearing jeans and a shirt. Her hair was dark brown and went her 
to her shoulders; she did not wear a cover as we thought. The father Mahmoud was very jeans 
and a white t-shirt. He did not have a beard and looked very western. The design of the living 
room was modern and western, they had 3 big cream-colored couch and many symbols of their 
home country Palestine and a big picture of Hezbollah. Hezbollah is a Lebanese Shiite party.   
Step 3 Making a plan for what should be investigated. We made a plan that was about; where the 
interview should take place, who to interview and how long the interview should last. The 
biggest decision was whether to make a case study of Al-Quds school or not. We ended in the 
last week of our project to make a case study of the family instead of the school because we did 
not have any other interviews or empirical data to compare our empirical data with, and make a 
generalization out from. The responders are two parents named Salma and Mahmoud. They are 
married and have 4 daughters together from the age 9 till 19 years old. They are both refugee 
from Lebanon but are originally Palestinians. They both work in Denmark, Mahmoud has been 
independent for 17 years now and Salma works as an interpreter. All their children went to Al-
Quds private school in Copenhagen. The interviews will take place at the responders private 
home because that’s is the easies way for the responders. The responders were sitting together 
and answering the questions. Mahmoud was much more dominating than Salma and Salma did 
not have the possibility to answer because Mahmoud took over a lot of the times. The 
responder’s answers might have been different if they were sitting alone.  
We decided that each interview should not have any limit; we decided that because the 
responders should have free time to express him/her self and it could affect the answers and 
result if we told them now long the interviews should take. The second plan was about what 
should be investigated. Elements that should be a part of our investigation are the 3 ways of 
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recognition by Axel Honneth and the three different types of construction of identity by Manuel 
Castells. We tried to read and understand the concepts of both theories and develop questions 
that are based on the theories. Such as questions was: have you never thought sending to a public 
school from the first class?  What kind of thoughts do you get when I say “public school?”  “Do 
you think your children’s personality would have been different if they went to a public school?” 
or “do you think that your relationship to the other parents would be differently if the parents 
were Danish”.  
The member who made the interviews was very careful with not asking questions that is directly, 
yes or no questions and in the same time questions that was simple and understandable. A 
question like that is: what is society according to you?  
That’s how we made a plan with questions that we could use in our interview, but otherwise the 
rest of the content was up to each interviewer. The questions were made as help to keep the 
interview on a relevant level for us.  
Step 4 Write-ups; We will make sure to have all the equipment needed for the felt work e.g. a 
recorder. So everything can be written down and translated and filed for further interpretation 
and analyzing.  
Two members are going to make the interviews, but since the interviews is going to be in Arabic 
and only one of the members is able to speak that language, the other member is going to attend 
the interview for making observations/notes of how they live; it says a lot about peoples 
personality if they live traditionally or modern/western and economical situation how their home 
is designed(is there many expensive things visible?) and their body language(do they shake hand, 
how are they dressed, who dominated the conversation). Also we recorded all interviews. It was 
therefore important to keep an eye on the valid translation from verbal to written language. In 
our case it is not possible for the other groups members to see if the recorded voice was 
consistent with the transcript.  
Step 5 the Analysis part; When an interview is analyzed it is important that questions put into the 
interview text are valid.  
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The following five methods of conversation will make it possible to analyze an interview: 
categorization of meaning, condensation of meaning, structuring of meaning through narratives 
interpretation of meaning and ad hoc methods for generating meaning. 13 
In this project we performed an analysis based on concepts of Axel Honnet and Manuel Castells. 
The members of the group sat and analysed our empirical data out of one of their concepts. They 
did that by re-reading the interviews and finding the subjects talked about. Whenever there was a 
sentence, which could be applied to the concept it would be written down in order to become a 
part of the analysis. After the two separate analyses; one based on Honneth, one on Castells, the 
texts were put together for comparison and to see, where they would be able to substitute each 
other.  
Step 6 Confirmation; to describe the important information in the context of the quality of the 
conversation. Here it is important to make a reflective evaluation of the studies to note whereas 
the use of the interview process, dialogue and not least communication has been concrete14. 
We used Kvale’s seven steps of interview guide which helped us a lot and after that we started to 
compare the answers to the theories that we have chosen.  
We started to evaluate the process between each other after the interviews and after we decide to 
change our case study we started to be more aware of make evaluation of the smallest 
steps/changes in the project. It was a big learning process how to conduct the interviews in a 
professional way, or as professional as possible. Our interviews turned out to be useful for the 
theories and the responders were very obliging and interested in our investigation. 
 
Step 7 Report: To be able to write academic considerations based on the results of the interview 
and to analyze the interview results.  
It was first possible for us to write the interview results after the analysis and to compare the 
theories and the analysis to find out however it worked together or not. The whole overview of 
the subject and working process was possible to understand after the analysis. We base our 
                                                          
13
 Kvale, Steiner (1996): Interviews – An introduction to qualitative research interviewing p. 187 
Sage Publications London 
14
 Kvale, Steiner (2004): Interview, en introduktion til det kvalitative forskningsinterview p. 232, 
Hans Reitzels forlag, København 
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conclusion on the answers the responder’s gives us, but we are also aware that this conclusion is 
only based on the families experience and opinion. The family are not representative for the rest 
of the parents of the same school, which Mahmoud also says in the interview. The tells that most 
of the parents haven’t chosen a Muslim private school because of the language Arabic but 
because of the religion, which in his case is only because of the language.  
 
Research techniques in the research process 
In our project we have chosen to follow a family and their reflections about the education choice 
for their children. Through an interview with the parents of the family, we got an insight on why 
they choose to educate their kids in an Arabic manner. We will build our research, our analysis 
and conclusions in mainly this family’s point of view and answers we got from the interview, 
this makes our project a case study.  A case study is when a researcher has chosen to focus his 
research on a specific event, individual a setting and from this build answers to his questions.15 A 
case study is a on micro-level of research, because you choose to get as much details from one 
point of view as possible and accept this view, one have researched, as a valid ground for 
drawing up conclusions. 
There are three steps in a case study; the first one is the research process, the second one is the 
analysis and the third one is the writing process. We tried to use the structure of these three steps 
for the case study. First we made all the research and then we analysed the results of our research 
and data, and in the end we used the gained results of our analysis to form a conclusion.  
During this project it would become our job to make the case study exciting for others, than our 
self by making the case study detailed so the reader will be able to develop a connection to the 
investigation and get an better understanding of our interviews and observations.  
As said earlier we want to conduct our own fieldwork for the investigation and therefore making 
a case study of one a muslim family was a clear choice. One of the group members has contacted 
different Muslim private schools and ended choosing Al-Quds school. The reason why we only 
are going to choose one family as a case study is to go in-depth with our investigation and not a 
                                                          
15
 Creswell: Research design, University of Nebraska-Lincoln: Page 13 
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too broad project. The connection between the responders and the private schools is that the 
responders chooses the private school for their child/children and the school tries to live up to the 
parents expectations. Which expectations and why the parents choose Muslim private schools we 
will find out through the interviews. Our main focus is going to be why this specific family chose 
Muslim private school. 
We have chosen to investigate our problem area by conducting qualitative semi-structured 
interviews with two parents. The reason why we have chosen to conduct an interview with the 
parents and not the children is because we expect that the parent chooses the school for their 
child because they are more aware of what is best for their child. We are aware that the 
responders might not all speak Danish so therefore we would encourage the responders to speak 
and express themselves in their mother tongue. We have some members in our group who speaks 
different languages, and they will be able to translate the interviews. We have decided that we 
would get a bigger perspective by having responders that is able to tell about their roots and 
compare it to the life their children have and of course talking in their mother tongue would 
probably be a huge help for some of them. We are also aware that the more the responders know 
about our investigation, the less honest answers we will get as the responders might tell us what 
they think we expect to hear. Therefore the responders does not know anything beside that we 
are writing a project about Muslim private school.  
Interview method 
Qualitative method makes it possible for us to go in-depth with a specific problem field and our 
responders are able to speak more openly. Qualitative interviews provide insight in people’s lives 
and view their personal understanding of their own life situation16. Through qualitative interview 
the responders are able to invite us into their lives and view of school system, culture, religion, 
identity and society. As said earlier it is not possible to find and use secondary data because there 
haven’t been any investigations of this problem field yet and if there was it might limit us in our 
investigations as other may not have asked the questions that we are seeking an answer to.  
                                                          
16
 Brinkmann, Svend and Tanggaard, Lene (2010): Kvalitative metoder, en grundbog p. 31, Hans Reizels Forlag 
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We wanted to get more in depth information and that is why we did not choose questionnaire 
method. Since it is almost only children with another background than ethnic Danish who goes to 
Muslim private schools it is a possibilities that their parents does not speak fluent Danish and 
that means that we would get generalized data and we would been unable to find out if the 
responders understood the questions or not. Overall choosing qualitative over questionnaire was 
a good decision in this case.  
Semi-structured interview means that the interview is half-structured. The only “structure” which 
is made before the interview is taking place, is an interview-guide. The interview-guide is a short 
guide with few questions that can help by making sure that the interview is going the direction 
that we wish to. We start with “what” questions which for example could be: what is your 
religion, what is your culture background, what language do you speak at home and so on. After 
the “what” questions we start with some few “why/how” questions. Our plan is not to ask too 
much but to let them speak openly and our job is to listen to them. The questions will be used 
when is it necessary in the interview, in other words the interview-guide questions are guiding 
questions. We have to be aware that the language can be a barrier because our group members 
are not educated as translator and only speak other languages in their spare time. It is also risky 
to make a semi-structured interview because it depends a lot on the responder’s willingness and 
participation.  
The collected data is affected dependent of the interview situation and the interaction between 
the responder and the interviewer. Therefore we decided that only one person is going to make 
the interviews while another can observe the actions of the responder and make notes.  
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Reliability and validity of interview knowledge 
Whenever an interview is being conducted in order to collect empirical data, there is always the 
issue of reliability and validity. It is a very important part of gaining knowledge in the research 
work, reliability implies to the trustworthiness of research findings and validity refers to truth 
and correctness of a statement.17 
In the course of carrying out an interview, we must always be aware of the ability to measure the 
reliability and validity of such data, this can be done in several ways, first we must be critical 
towards each statement made, secondly great effort must be put into the process of transcribing 
the recorded interview and also the analysis part. 
We had taken steps to make our findings reliable and valid. First we choose two random and 
verified parents, we made appointment on convenient dates and met them at their home. Their 
home is their own territories and therefore they might feel more comfortable and feel freer to say 
their opinion. We also ensure two of our group members conducted the interviews, while one 
asks questions, the other takes notes and observe body language, we had painstakingly translate 
and transcribe the recorded contents of our interview. The interview took place in the 
responder’s living room and both of the responders were sitting together while the interview took 
place. It can have affected the responder’s answers because we were not sitting together and two 
of the daughters were sitting with them in the living room some of the time and that should also 
have affected the responder’s opinion. It was difficult for the interviewer to be objective because 
the interviewer knows the responders oldest daughter well. We tried to make the questions as 
simply as possible, which succeed in most of the cases. Questions like “do you think that your 
relationship to the other parents would be differently if the parents were Danish”. This question 
is directly and simply.  Some of our questions were too directly and that could have affected the 
responder’s answer. An example of that could be “what is society for you” or “what is identity” 
“do you think your children would have another identity if they went to a public school?” Those 
questions are too broad and can be understood in many different ways.  
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The interviews were difficult to translate from Arabic to English because of the grammar 
differences and because our interviewer is not an educated interpreter. As a result of that our 
interviews are translated as good as possible.  
Our interviews are not representable for the other parents who send their children to the same 
school as our responders. We do not have any other collected data to generalise our interviews 
with beside our observation at the school one morning. We tried to count how many of the pupils 
and the parents that was wearing cover or not wearing cover. That data could give us a 
impression if our responder is representable or not. Our responder is not representable because 
majority of the girls was wearing cover. None of the responders daughter wears the cover and 
either does the mother.  
Delimitation of our study 
Our intention in this project was not to write a chronological account of the first Muslim school 
in Denmark and how the Muslim school had fared, since the first group of Muslim started to 
ascertain their right to a school of their choice. We had limited ourselves to researching current 
event in Denmark 
We had deliberately stayed out of writing about the growth in enrollment percentage into private 
schools especially Muslim schools, which will be way, too massive a research for our second 
semester. Our intention is to research the choice of Muslim school in preference to public school 
by Muslim Parents. 
We limited ourselves from not making a research about Muslim schools in other countries most 
especially the United Kingdom, even though we read lots of books, for inspiration on Muslim 
schools in the UK, our main reason being that the United Kingdom had been a colonial master, 
hence the society had well adjusted to multi-cultural, multi-religion views in their society unlike 
the Danes. 
We had chosen two social theories among others to guild us in our research, to find out why 
Muslim parent chose Muslim school, we will be analyzing the politic and politician´s views and 
also we are using one out of the Muslim schools as a case study, in order to get a background on 
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the role and activities of this Muslim schools that maybe there is something the Muslim school 
are doing better and that from which the public school might learn from.   
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Theories 
This chapter will give a description of the two theories that we have used in our investigation.  
The struggle of recognition by Axel Honneth  
In many ways people can be excluded, left out some kind of community. This can be 
investigated in many ways, Honneth choose to look at this in a critical hermeneutic point of 
view18 (his explains that; what you experience about yourself, is that your own person is 
fundamentally, addicted of others cognition) by this the critical hermeneutic point of is argued, 
because people are interest in understanding other people and other people condition19.  
Consequently of Honneth theory we found it very motivating, to know why Muslim parents still 
more often, have a tendency to choose Muslim private school. Therefore will we use Axel 
Honneth, further to analyze and look upon, if this could be analyzed to be a lack of integration, 
or as Honneth probably would have said it; a lack of recognition. Axel Honneth is included in the 
Frankfurter school and former pupil under Jürgen Habermas, now he is the leading role the 
school of Frankfurt, therefore is his theory implicit, in family with the critical theory20. “The 
Frankfurt school primarily refers to the group of social researches and philosophers who worked 
together from the beginning of the thirties under the directorship of Max Horkheimer at the 
institution of social research, IfS in Frankfurt. It aimed at elaborating a theory on the relation 
between the economy, psychology and culture of contemporary capitalist society though 
interdisciplinary cooperation within a shared theoretical framework”21 
According to Axel Honneth, it is important to split recognition up into three phases so it is 
clearer. It will encompasses love, juridical and solidarity – these three concept were, love is 
defined as the recognition’s medium, juridical is defined as self-relationship condition of 
possibility and the moral development potential22 (the theory is intersubjectivity, which means 
something is obviated a x-number of times, with the same result and therefore is it defined as the 
                                                          
18
 Honnth, 2006, page 183  
19
 Thurén(videnskabsteori for begyndere)2010, page 175 
20
 http://www.denstoredanske.dk/Livsstil%2c_sport_og_fritid/Filosofi/Filosofi_i_1800-
_og_1900-t./Frankfurterskolen date accessed 30/05/2012  
21
 Classical and modern social theory 2000, page 143 
22
 Honneth, 2006, page 130 
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objective truth.  
 
These tree phases calls the socialization pattern.  The relationship is about mutual recognition. 
To qualify you must recognize the other individuals. You must recognize them as equal and free 
individuals. The individuals respect each other and recognize each other’s social norms that are 
the content of the society they live in23. This also means if the individual do not respect the 
dominating norms in the society, then they do not recognize the other individuals equally.  
Love 
 
Axel Honneth defines love with help from Hegel, he argues that love is limited and there is more 
than one to put love. This is defined to clarify all misunderstandings. According to Honneth are 
we acquired the definition of love, as the romantic relationships between the sexual intimacy. 
Honneth wants to keep the most neutral relation, to the word and therefore is defining it as 
emotional relationships, Intimacy relationships and the bounding between parents and children24. 
Honneth argues that every love relations are controlled by an unconscious experience, from the 
first month in the relationship between the child and its mother. This outcome is that every 
person who successes this phase, will through whole life struggle after another one to share the 
life with25 and feel recognized of this “another one”. If there is a lack in the love situation, it can 
end with mutual individualization26. The two individuals that get a love relationship to each other 
also recognize each other equally and are dependent of each other’s recognition. The relationship 
does not have to be between the parents and the child, it can also be the relation between a child 
and his or hers grandparents or close friends from the childhood. This love phase is very 
important to be able to reach phase to.   
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Juridical 
If we look upon juridical phase criteria, is it defined as juridical subjects because all citizens 
understand and adapt the same laws and thereby recognize each other as individuals. So this 
autonomous individual, are capable to make reasonable decisions about moral norms27 By obey 
the normative, which in this case will be the law. Will the outcome be that, the individual acting 
in society as other act in general and therefor will be recognized as independent individual. To be 
juridical recognized, is more than anytime important now and when the persons are juridical 
recognized. Not only will the individual be oriented how to act with moral norms, but it would 
also maintain some kind of living standard28. The same principle as the first phase of the theory 
(love). It is very important that the individual get attention from society, so the individual can 
express them independent. According to Axel Honneth, when rights are no longer inequality, 
will the individual juridical person be seen as objectified and can be recognized as an individual, 
with its own judgment. Essential for the theory is it that the relation between the mother and 
child is roughly, the same as juridical recognition to citizen.  It differs in the way that love is 
forming the psychological foundation for the individual, is juridical recognition ensuring the 
respect in the macro level29 
Solidarity 
We did consider both, the love phase and juridical phase. They are in ways agreeing and 
identical, but to get a fully integration we need to look, of the social interaction in the society the 
phase of solidarity. This phase, describing the last and closing recognition paradigm.  According 
to Honneth is this phase about the socially appreciation, where the individual has the opportunity 
to consider his/hers, concrete options and ability positive30. Every society has their own cultural 
background, which also indicate the criteria of the socially appreciation. This options and ability 
will be inter-subjectivity judged, in the approach of the interaction, to realize the cultural codes. 
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Because of it is common goal or common norms it is happens mutual. The socially appreciation 
is determined by ethical ideals, if these ideals are more open for other norms and the hieratic 
order, will the achievement of the socially appreciation get an individualized idea of a more 
mutual relation31. In a modern society it is essential, that there is an equal appreciation between 
the individual. The individual (autonomous) is therefore a basis for solidarity. In this sense does 
appreciation indicates that the individuals are consider each other as symmetric and in point of 
view as norms, who let other ability and options be essential for the common society32. 
The aim of choosing this theory is to find out if our responder recognizes the individuals in the 
society they live in. The recognition is the fundament for a solidarity society. The first phase is 
the first step in the process of socialization in the society. The individual have to get a love 
relationship early in the childhood to someone close and feel recognized and recognize the 
individual they connect a relationship to. In phase two the individual has to recognize the 
society’s norms and the dominating individual. If the individual do not recognize the society’s 
norms then phase tree will fail. When it fail it means that we will not be able to have a solidarity 
society.  
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The construction of identity by Manuel Castells 
Manuel Castells, born in Spain in 1942, is a professor of sociology and of planning at the 
University of California since 1979, after teaching in at the University of Paris, Copenhagen and 
other European universities. He is a of the post modernity school of thought. The post modernity 
is a school of thought that believes that modernity (industrial revolution and enlightenment) 
ended at the dawn of the 21-century, it´s sociological viewpoint of post modernity is that , there 
is  a more rapid  form of transportation,  mass media, mass production, the world is now being 
seen as a global village. Manuel Castells´s book the power of identity is a part of the information 
age (economy, society and culture) a trilogy written by him. It analyzes the importance of 
cultural, religious and national identity as sources of meaning for people, and its implications for 
social movement, it also throws new light on the dynamics of global and local change.  “Identity 
is a people source of meaning and experience”33 By identity as it relates to social actors, as the 
people in a given society. This process basically means the basic of a cultural attribute or a 
couple of such attributes, for a given member of that society, such is usually completely different 
from what traditional sociologist called roles and role sets (examples of role are a student, a 
mother, a neighbor, a parent, a churchgoer) these role are often dictated norms structured by the 
institutions of society.  Their influence on people behavior depends upon negotiation between 
individuals and these institution but identities are sources of meaning for the actors themselves 
for themselves, constructed through a process of individuation34. In other word, it is only if and 
when this individual agree to this dictated norms from the institutions that they become identity.  
“It is easy to agree from a sociological perspective, all identities are constructed. The real issue is 
how, from what, by whom and for what”35.  Identity is constructed by bits and pieces from past 
history, geographic location, from biology, from productive and reproductive institution, from 
personal fantasy, from religious values and power structures but it is the individual member of 
society, the social group and society in general that interwove all these materials, rearrange their 
meaning according to current social determination and cultural projects. 
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Manuel Castells discusses the construction of identity by using three distinctively forms and 
origin of identity building. 
1. Legitimizing identity: this is form is introduced by the dominating institutions (family36, 
political parties, mass media, religion institution and school) of society, in order to 
continue their domination of other social actors, this form fit well with the theories of 
nationalism.  The tendency of humans to organize into distinct grouping based on an 
affinity of birth with a sense of patriotism and national identity excluding the minorities, 
non ethnic as well as those who don’t belong to such dominating institution. Such 
institution dictates the norms and value of the society and it is usually expected that 
certain instruction and command should be volunteering obeyed by the excluded 
members. The excluded member are not forced, they just compliant believing it is all for 
the good of all. This kind of identity usually reproduced themselves in order to ensure 
that a sustained relationship of inequality is established, which over period of time had 
becomes a social structure in the society. This form of identity is called double face 
because while it will usually want to maintain it dominance yet it gives room for some 
civil society to flourish, the civil society which is “deeply rooted among the people”37 
give room for freedom of expression and debates on issue. Such debates sometimes lead 
to political changes and can give rise to resistance and project identity We might find this 
relevant in our investigation to see what the domination institution dictates in respect of 
Muslim school in a Danish society.  
 
2 Resistance identity: this form of identity is created by actors who are in the minority, 
feeling a form of devaluation, oppression or stigmatization by the dominating actors, 
therefore they build trenches of resistance and their own principles consistently different 
from and opposed to those of the dominating actors in the society. This Castells argues, 
leads to the formation of communes of community, it is a reaction from the excluded, it is 
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usually against unbearable oppression, stigmatization usually due to historical, religious, 
geographical and biological definitions, those involved in this form of identity creation are 
in minority compared to the dominating actors, through a systematic and dedicated 
manner, over a period of time they are able to influence the majority to accept their beliefs 
and ideas, this usually starts from a personal shift in opinion .it can be noted that 
resistance identity is the opposite of legitimizing identity .we will use this resistance 
identity to investigate if the emergence of Muslim private school in Denmark is it  a from 
of creating resistance identity. 
 
3. Project identity: this form is created when social actors, consciously and jointly build a 
new identity that redefines their position in society, this usually challenges the entire 
structure of society. It is produces subjects (individualization), people wants to stand out 
in the society, they want to be recognized for who they are, not where they come from, 
tribe they belong to, they desire to be the individual, to rewrite their personal history, 
givine meaning to the whole realm of their experience as an individual. This 
transformation from individuals to subjects arises from the combination of two 
affirmations, that of the individual against the communities on the one hand, and the 
individual against the market on the other hand.38 Most forms of identity starts from 
being project identity, then grows into resistance and after being able to influence the 
majority of the dominating institutions, over time become a legitimize identity. It is with 
the ideas from project identity that we will use to investigate if the conscious choice of 
Muslim private school as against the free public schools in Denmark by this Muslim 
parent is a form of project identity  
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Analysis  
This chapter will aim for widening the understanding of the family’s choice of school. We will 
analyse our way through the interviews and take relevant quotes and thereby analyze what the 
family’s thought are about their choice of school and their deselection of the public school. We 
will make use the two theories, first we will analyze Axel Honneth struggle of recognition and 
second we will show how Manuel castells idea of network society will reflect on the choice of 
school. In other words we tried to choose what was relevant for our theories from the interviews 
and thereby develop an analysis were we support the responders opinion with the theories and 
make an interpretation out of that.  
The family’s recognition in the Danish society 
 
According to Axel Honneth each human needs and seeks to be recognized by someone close to 
him or her, that could be the bond between a child and his mom or dad, or the relationship 
between the child and a close friend or family member. Those two who includes in recognition 
between each other recognize each other equally and are interdependent, in other words they 
both have to recognize each other and are therefore very dependent of each other. It is important 
to say that this type of recognition has to take place early in the individual’s life. This is the first 
phase of the three phases that Axel Honneth calls the socialization pattern. If you do not feel as 
recognized in phase one named ‘the love phase’ it is impossible for you to obtain phase two and 
three. Phase one is the fundament to attain phase two and three. If phase one and two succeed 
and the individuals recognize each other we have obtained a solidarity society/society of 
solidarity. The individual seeks social recognition by knowing the culture codes and the ethical 
ideals, in other words if the individual does not have knowledge about these and does not 
recognize the other individuals’ culture codes and the ethical ideals, which is also mentioned in 
phase two called ‘the juridical phase,’ phase three called ‘solidarity’ will fail.  
We will start to analyze whether Mahmoud recognizes the Danish society or not and then if the 
society recognize him or not according to him self. The reason why we only mention Mahmoud 
is that Salma was very quiet and did not participate that much in the interview. She only added a 
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little bit when Mahmoud was talking and made it clearly that she agreed with him. It is very clear 
which position Mahmoud has and he was the one dominating the conversation, the explanation 
could be the Arabic culture and the position of the man in their culture. The quotes that is chosen 
in this part of the analysis is chosen on its relevance for the theories and we made sure that most 
of the quotes was when the responder talked about him self and not in general.   
Our responder Mahmoud and Salma are refuges from Lebanon, but they are originally 
Palestinians. Both of them came to Denmark when they were over 24 years old. Both of the 
parents have created their fundament of their childhood in their home country, which also means 
that their close relations in phase one is left in Lebanon. It is clearly that especially Mahmoud 
tries his best to keep in touch with his roots in Lebanon and how important it is for him to stick 
to your roots, culture, language and way of behavior. In other words he tries to maintain his 
socialization.  
We asked Mahmoud what he looked for in the social network that he wishes to have. By social 
network, we meant close relations to people outside his work. And he answered:  
Mahmoud: “(…) It is easier for me to become a friend of an Arab because we already have the 
language and culture and we deal with same kinds of problem and therefore our understanding 
for each other is very big. The values make it harder for us to be a part of the society and to get 
Danish friends because you must have the same values at least. Besides that the mind-set are 
different, I feel that these issues is something Arab cares more about; generosity, responsibility, 
love for the people/social network. All these issues I feel that we have more of it than they have. I 
think but I don’t know only Allah knows that they like to be very free and openly and I think that 
people should become friends with those whom they care interest and mind-set with.” 
He argues that the common mind-set, culture and language are the basic needs to have a 
friendship to an individual. He also says that he does not have the same value as the Danes, 
which also could mean that he does not recognize the Danish value and mind-set. In the end he 
says that people should become friends with those who have the same interest and mind-set, this 
could also be understood as if he does not want to be a part of the society and to be integrated 
because it is not useful. The values are in the end too different to work out together. Mahmoud 
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navigates from an Arabic mindset and culture. His close relations is in the Arabic community 
and he also tries to make sure that his children gets the same childhood as he did and that they 
get an Arab mind-set and navigate like him, by sending them to Arab schools, making sure they 
are familiar with the Arabic language, that they know their culture and background, he is simply 
trying to socialize his children in a Arabic environment and making sure they get the same 
Arabic relations he have. He has a love relation, who is mention in phase one the love relation 
for his home country. He tries to maintain this relation by holding the traditions and the language 
alive.  
On the quote below you see how important it if for Mahmoud that his children went to an Arabic 
school. He does not mention religion that much as we were expecting. The language is so 
important for him and the behavior as an Arab is the fundament for him and his choice of the 
school. He is doing everything he can to avoid that the children gets the same values, identity, 
and mind-set as Danes has. That shows us that he does not recognize the Danish culture and 
values. It is very clear that he thinks the school has the role of raising his children and helping 
him by teach the children the same as the parents learn them at home. If the children went to a 
public school were Danes made the overall rules, the rules can overstep the Arabic values and 
moral rules. In this case Mahmoud’s upbringing will fail at some level, because he has to work 
against the rules the public school makes.  
Mahmoud: “(…) Some of my relatives do not think that the Arabic language is so important. I 
think it’s all about the language”. 
Again he mentions the Arabic language and he does that many times in the interview. Mahmoud 
seems more Arabic than Muslim. His nationalistic identity is therefore more important than his 
religious identity. His choice of school does not have anything with religion to do but it has to do 
with the Arabic language. He also says, “(…) Before I think I am a Muslim and an Arab I think 
that of my Palestinian identity. Before I think of identity I think that of Palestine, after that I think 
of being an Arab and then a Muslim.”  But in the other side he also mentions that the girls learn 
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a way of behavior and the school helps him to raise his children. He says, “(…) of course they 
learn a little bit religion (…)”. In the same way he cares about that they learn religion. He says 
that religion does not really play a big role in this life and choice of school, by in the way he 
want them to learn about Islam and to behave according to the culture and religion.  
Below there is a quote from the interview with Mahmoud where he tells us what differences 
there would be if the parents of the children at the school were Danish and not Arabs.  
“Ranaa: do you think that your relationship to the parents would be different if the parents were 
Danish?” 
“Mahmoud: of course. The chances for us to understand Arab parents are bigger than 
understanding Danish parents. The reason why is that I share the same culture and mind-set as 
the Arab. I understand their fear, their worries and thought” and “(…)The Arab understands us 
better if there is a problem an Arab understands it better than a Danish person. For example if a 
Muslim kid won’t take a shower after gym with the rest of the kids. In such a situation you have 
to discuss with the school and the teachers. It is not a question about if we allow him or not, but 
a question about(…)” 
Mahmoud feel it is easiest for him to understand Arab parents than Danish parents. His 
argumentation is the different culture and mind-set. He also mentions that Arabs understand his 
problems better than Danes. The example he gives of the child that would not take a shower and 
how this can develop to a problem. It seems like Mahmoud does not feel recognize because he 
want to avoid this situation, which according to him gives problems.  
Mahmoud:” (…) Arabic schools are not only about learning language the whole learning and 
teaching process is much different. The Arabic school is all about culture and behavior. They 
teach them how to behavior, eat, drink and talk. This is not only the parent’s responsibility but 
also the schools to. It is easier to teach them all these things when the teacher does the same 
thing too. So we experience that it’s best for the child to learn the mother tongue”. Here he says 
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again how important it is for him that his children learn to behave in an Arabic way and that the 
school helps him to raise his children. There is a big different in the Danish and Arabic culture 
when it comes to raising the children. It is general knowledge that the Danes think it is the 
parents responsibility to raise their children and the school has the responsibility of the teaching. 
In the Arabic culture it is very normal to expect that the school raise the children as much as the 
parents. He also says that there is a big differences between what is right and wrong in the 
Arabic and Danish culture and therefore he would feel more comfortable if the children went to a 
school camp with an Arabic school, where there is Arabic teachers around than with an Danish 
school and Danish teacher. This quote shows his answer “The child becomes a teenager and the 
mistakes – what we believe is a mistake is not always a mistake in the eyes of a Danes and they 
believe it as a part of their culture.  Therefore we feel more comfortable when there is Arab 
teacher around the children.” Again here we see elements showing that Mahmoud is not feeling 
comfortable with the Danes and he does not have the same value-set as the rest of the Danish 
society have. And again“(…) If a child goes to school camp we would be more comfortable if it 
is with an Arabic school than a Danish school.” There is no trust relationship between him and 
the Danes. He mentions the Danes as they were his enemy who tries to destroy his Arab identity, 
learn his children not to behave as an Arab and that they want him to sacrifice his roots, culture, 
identity, language and religion. It seems that he only trust those who are like him self, people 
what shares the same worries in life, same language, culture and way of live style. In other 
words, he does not feel that community recognizes him because he is very afraid of that they 
would try to change him and his family to something they do not recognize. 
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According to Axel Honneth the individual has to know each other’s values before you can feel 
equal. In this case Mahmoud is afraid for what he know and probably he fears the unknowing 
which is the Danish culture, mind-set and values. When we asked him what he knew about the 
Danish culture he answered “no I don’t know that much and that is also one reason why I didn’t 
personally became friends with Danes families. I know the culture from what I have read in the 
books and the history from the books and newspapers. There are some issues that I just don’t 
understand in the Danish culture (…)” he learned about the Danish society and culture from the 
books and news papers, he did not make any relations to Danes since same to Denmark. The 
only Danes he sees in his everyday life are the ones he works with. The relationship between him 
and his colleague is not a friendship relation, but in a level so they are able to communicate 
about the work. In other words, he does not have any kind of close relationship were he can 
speak freely about everyday life instead of only what’s relevant for the work. If you don’t know 
the values and think you have the opposite attitude of what is right and wrong in a society and 
way of life style, then it is clear that you do not share the common value-set. Mahmoud and 
Salma have another value-set then the rest of the community and does not feels as a part of the 
community in there because Mahmoud said “us all Arab people. We live in smaller communities 
in the bigger Danish community. We talk to each other, buy stuff from each other, sit together 
and travel together and so on. This mix between the Arab community and the Danish community 
is very weak unfortunately. When we came to Denmark and didn’t know the society that well we 
were afraid of it (…)”. He is afraid of the society, and he lives in identity crises because he does 
not feel home and keep talking about the own society he lives in, which is not a part of the 
community. “The issue that the society and I both are responsibly for is that I can’t find myself 
in this society. I am talking about my personally experience and not general (...)”. Mahmoud 
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cannot find him self in the society and that is a problem when the individual cannot be a part of 
the society he lives in. This quote explains it is so hard for him to be a part of the society.“(…) 
The values make it harder for us to be apart of the society and to get Danish friends because you 
must have the same values at least (…)”. We can conclude that our responder feels he has other 
values that the Danes and therefore he does not feel a part of the community and that means 
according to your theory that he does not fit in phase two, the juridical phase. When we already 
have a phase that he does not fit in, it means that he cannot fit in phase tree where you are able to 
get a solidarity community. We can also stress that it is not only Mahmoud that does not 
recognize the Danish community, but he also feels that the community does not recognize him. 
“(…) Unfortunately I also feel that the Danish society is afraid of us. We hear it in the news that 
they are afraid of the increases of the Muslims in Denmark. The Danes got a phobia against the 
Muslims. Unfortunately because they don’t understand us well enough they made laws that 
splinted us more (…)”. 
The Danish society is also afraid of the Muslims in Denmark. Mahmoud says that “they” which 
is meant the Danish society, don’t know the Muslims good enough. According to phase two, you 
must know the juridical values of the individual before you are able to recognize them. 
Mahmoud do not think the society knows his values good enough and therefore the government 
made laws that had splinted the society into Danish and Muslims.   
Mahmoud creates an image of the enemy of the Danes and keeps defines himself as the opposite 
to the Danes. The reason behind his image of the enemy as the Danes could be the existential 
fear of meeting a new culture and the feeling of loosing continuity. The fear of the unknowing 
lead to anger towards the strangers who are a threat to him. He feels that he is losing his identity 
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and therefore it makes it more important for him to carry on his identity to his children. The 
children become a symbol of carrying on the national discourse. This creates a difficult task for 
the children who have to navigate between two cultures.  They become the symbol of the culture 
their father feels he is losing.  
 
Muslim identity vs. resistance identity 
We would like to analyse which of the tree identity types the parent’s fits in too most according 
to Manuel Castells concept of construction of identity. Or wherever they at all fit in one of them. 
The tree identities are as mentioned before in our theory part the legitimizing identity, resistance 
identity and project identity. We will use different quotes that shows us that Mahmoud does not 
feel home in Denmark and as a part of the society. After that we would like to analyse if the 
Mahmoud’s children would had another identity then they have if then went to a public school, 
which will be done based on Mahmoud’s opinion. We are aware that this is only Mahmoud’s 
personal opinion and is not based on the children’s know. Further more we would like to look 
into what Mahmoud thinks is the problem with the young criminal Arab guys in Denmark and in 
which category these guys fits into.   
 
Here the interviewer just told them what the meeting was going to be about, the interviewer told 
the parents: ”Today we are here to talk about why you have chosen Muslim private school for 
your children”.  
This was not question but a statement of the meeting, but it saw clear to see that they are open to 
talk about the question of Muslim private school. And the responder answered the statement by 
saying: 
Mahmoud:“(…) Our language is very important for us because it gives the child a stronger bond 
to his/hers culture. It is of course also a plus that they learn how to behavior according to Islam. 
It’s important that they learn their language because is reflect his culture, which is also 
tradition. Culture for me is not only tradition but also a question of that the child get a better 
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understand of other societies, they learn to think in two ways because they have to culture and 
these two culture helps them in many ways.” 
 
We know from the Danish public school that the main languages in most of the hours during 
days are Danish. According to this family, one of the most important aspects in their culture for 
them is the learning of and in mother tongue, because it is apparently on of the most basic 
building blocks, to acknowledge your own culture. The importance of the language to the parents 
is major and if they do not have this supply in the public school, they search for other ways of to 
find this demand in the private school system. The parent’s cares a lot about their children’s 
future and want to make sure that they get educated. Mahmoud and Salma say more than once in 
the interview that the child must learn his or her mother tongue before they are able to learn other 
languages. We said earlier it was to hold in their culture but it is also about educating the 
children and making sure they survive in the education system. 
If we see Castells idea of how the legitimized identity and how this identity is managing the 
main institution and also the given language and the main learning of the culture. According to 
Castells this will create the resistance identity, if the individuals does not get accepted in the 
dominating institution, in other words if Mahmoud and his wife Salma does not feel as a part of 
the society something must be wrong because they have lived here for more then 20 years and 
should feel as a part of the society. In such a case the individual have a tendency to create a new 
identity called resistance identity through their own network were they feel accepted and as a 
part of the group/own network because they do not have anything in common with the 
dominating identity and therefore are not a part of the dominating identity according to our 
interviews. The family try to do everything in their power do make sure that the children does 
not become a part of the domination identity by sending them to Muslim private school, learning 
them Arabic and making sure they get Arabic relations like they have. According to this family it 
is important for understanding your own culture it is needed that you know your own language.  
 
Mahmoud: “we don’t have any problem with the Danish public school. We only have a problem 
if the child doesn’t learn Arabic. Our problem is not which school is best your problem is that 
the child muuuuuust learn the Arabic language and the Arabic culture and traditions.” 
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This quote shows us directly the parent’s opinion, especially Mahmoud because he is the one 
talking. It is not only a must for them, but it is also a problem if they do not learn Arabic.  
 
Mahmoud: “we don’t have any problem with the Danish public school. We only have a problem 
if the child doesn’t learn Arabic.” 
 
This quote does also reflect the need of Arabic mother tongue in the Danish public school, for 
this family. So we can conclude this families primary problem is the public school are teaching 
in Danish and when the basic building blocks for knowing your own culture is to learn your own 
language. This family is creating a resistance identity to the legimitized identity. We choose to 
analyze this, as the families need this in the public school to choose the public school. 
This resistance identity will might be stigmatized as people who would not participate in the 
dominating institution in Denmark according to Manuel Castells theory. 
According to Manuel Castells the resistance identity is when the individual feels stigmatized of 
the dominating identity (the legitimizing identity). 
“They start to make new laws that makes the life as immigrant very difficult and it makes it even 
more difficult for our children.” 
“(…) Same way I feel that some of the immigrants and foreigner policy takes some of my 
freedom away and they oppress me as a human. For example the 24 years law, I think it’s 
shameful when a government thinks they are allowed to decide when a human can gets married 
and to whom. I don’t understand this (…)” 
 At these two quotes Mahmoud tells us that the life as an immigrant is very difficult because of 
the laws that has limited their opportunities in life. He mentions the 24-years rule39. The 24-years 
rule is basically a law that forbids the individual to take his or her partner to Denmark before 
both of them are 24 years old or more. This law applies to all the whole population in Denmark 
                                                          
39
 http://www.nyidanmark.dk/da-dk/Ophold/familiesammenfoering/aegtefaeller/ date accessed 
30/05/2012  
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and not only for Muslims. The law was made based on making sure forced marriage did not take 
place.  Many immigrants see this as discrimination. Mahmoud feels stigmatized because the 
dominating institution makes laws that in his eyes are shameful and takes his freedom away and 
oppresses him. When he feel stigmatized he feel isolated from the community and therefore 
makes a new community with the people that shares the same opinion or fights for the same 
rights. The stigmatized/the Muslims in this case makes their own community and start to isolate 
them self and makes a new identity. The new identity Mahmoud has is the opposed identity of 
the dominating. He talks bad about the dominating identity and keeps saying that the values are 
not the same and that there is a big different between right and wrong in his culture and the 
dominating culture.  
Suddenly he began to talk about the laws and how it affects the young guys with another 
background than Danish. He said that many young guys today do not take any education and 
cannot get a job often ends in criminality. The society is not helping them to start up their lives 
and therefore they get a hate relation to the society (the dominating identity) and start to isolate 
them selves. They are being stigmatized as the criminal 2 or 3 generation of immigrants and are 
having a hard time to feel accepted and as a part of the society. The guys end in criminality 
because they often are bored and do not have anything else to spend their time on.  
“(…) They start to hate the society because they are being forgotten and they are not getting any help to 
stand on their own and get integrated (…)” 
There are many other signs showing that Mahmoud does not feel home even after being in this 
country for 20 years. On the quote below it is very clear what he feels.  
Mahmoud: “because from the beginning I always felt that this is not my last stop. I don’t feel I 
could get old in this country and therefore I have a wish to return to my homeland someday. This 
topic also gave me some problems because I did not think of the future in Denmark because I 
always kept in my mind that this is not my last stop. I would continue to another country 
someday.” 
Mahmoud start the sentence by saying that he knew from the beginning that Denmark was not 
his last stop. He had already taken the decision that Denmark is not were he belongs to. He made 
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it clear for him self that this is not the country were he want to get old and spend the last years of 
his life. In other words, he was sure that he would not take the Danish identity/dominating 
identity before he even knew what it stands for. His aim was to keep stick to his roots and make 
sure that the children get the same identity as he has.  
We started to talk to them about how their children would have been today if they from the 
beginning went to a public school instead of a Muslim private school. 
According to Mahmoud the children learn their culture, roots and language by learning the 
mother tongue. The mother tongue is the fundament to be able to have a bond to the culture. It is 
necessary for the children to learn Arabic. Danish is less necessary because they learn it 
automatically by living between Danish speaking people. The child might get another mind-set 
and his or hers personality changes if he or her went to a public school. The expectation for the 
child’s knowledge about his or hers culture is the same.  
“(…) As I said before when the child learn the mother tongue first, the child automatically gets a 
bond to his/hers culture. It is not a problem for the child to learn Danish because they have to 
learn that some day and they live in Denmark but the child wont learn the Arabic language, only 
if someone learns them. Maybe and I am saying maybe if the child went to a Danish school his 
mind-set and personality changes, but we expect that he have at least what we expect he should 
know about your culture (…)” 
Mahmoud: “yes I think so. Not so much because we are very much aware of giving the child the 
Arab culture. But of course I think there would be a different, but not a big one because we are 
aware of this issue.” 
He does not think the difference would be big because he is very much aware of the problem. 
But then why did he choose a Muslim private school for his children? Just so the school could 
help him to raise his children or is it a question of an Arabic identity. Over all it gives us an 
impression that it is all about maintain the Arabic identity and never become a part of the 
dominating identity.  
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Political analyze 
In this chapter, we will analyze the second part of the analyze. This part will analyze and conduct 
knowledge about 24-years rule, we will account for the what the rule contain, after that we will 
analyze what the family think, how it effects them and bring in the theories to see how the family 
feels related to Denmark. This will give us an idea about how they feel recognized and how they 
feel about their identity in the society. 
 
24-years rule 
 
According to the 24 years rule is mainly about the age requirements of marry a person with 
another citizenship and are under 24 years are accepted for a marry I Denmark. The idea of this 
from political side was to avoid forced marries, by some parent are forcing to people to get in a 
young age. 
The law has many aspects I will just choose some of the relevant and useful aspects of the law 
and try to analyze these rules are affecting the family. 
Furthermore the law is telling us that you need some kind of sense of belonging to Denmark and 
your personal network main part is in Denmark, the married person from the foreigners country, 
shall examined a Danish test and pass it. The married person from Denmark should be capable of 
supporting the other half of the marriage, the married person from Denmark should maintain an 
apartment and he/she should maintain security money (50000 DKK) to pay back for future 
public expenses. 
We actually want to argue for the political approach in this paper, the idea was to argue with our 
theories and use the macro level aspects in the theories to analyze with the 24-years rule. 
  
Ranaa: “do you feel that you have the same knowledge about the laws and Danish system as an 
ethnic Danish person has in your age?” 
Mahmoud: “I know much more about the immigration policy than he does probably. And of 
course he probably has more knowledge about the system in other cases that doesn’t care me. 
That I think I must know about the system and laws I know it.” 
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This question was asked to see if they feel recognized, from juridical point of you.  We are 
actually asking a yes or no question, we are maybe quite lucky to get a more than that. By stating 
that he knows a lot about some laws and not others, plus it is about immigration. We could 
already conclude this might have an effect on him or some he has near. It would have to with; it 
is a provocation to him.  
  
Mahmoud: “(…) The Danish society start to be aware of this problem, but in a dangerous way. 
They start to make new laws that makes the life as immigrant very difficult and it makes it even 
more difficult for our children.” 
 
This is very easy to see that Mahmoud are not quite positively about these laws, by using words 
as dangerous and twice difficult.  
 
Ranaa: “do you accept the Danish system and laws?” 
 
Mahmoud: “yes of course I accept them if they don’t take my freedom from a religion angle 
away from me and in the same way I feel that some of the immigrants and foreigner policy takes 
some of my freedom away and they oppress me as a human. For example the 24 years law, I 
think it’s shameful when a government thinks they are allowed to decide when a human can gets 
married and to whom. I don’t understand this.” 
and 
“(…) Same way I feel that some of the immigrants and foreigner policy takes some of my 
freedom away and they oppress me as a human. For example the 24 years law, I think it’s 
shameful when a government thinks they are allowed to decide when a human can gets married 
and to whom. I don’t understand this (…)” 
 
Mahmoud stats by telling that the immigrations policy directed is shamefully and oppressing to 
the immigrants in Denmark and that his freedom is taken away from him. Freedom is the basic 
right each individual must have. By this we will argue that it is pretty clear that he do not feel 
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recognized in Axel Honneth’s juridical phase. If this is the case according to Axel Honneth are 
this policy making not helping to integrate people with other cultural background and thereby not 
be capable to participate in the society.  
This could easily have a self-perpetuating effect and create a vicious circle, if the laws would not 
be recognized from the receiver’s point of view, as a law that help but only oppress them.  
By looking at Mahmoud answer, we can analyze that he do not think forced marries are a 
problem, but more that people are no longer capable of marry who over they want and therefore 
actually not having the imaging effect. In other words he think that this does not help to avoid 
marriages. But it is shameful and only avoiding people to avert finding and marry who they love. 
According to Manuel Castells this will create the second identity he had considered in his theory, 
the resistance identity. In this case they will feel stigmatized, because the law is aim and afflict 
them all. Through law making you cannot make laws striking the people who actually doing 
things there is not legal, but you will strike people who is not using forced marriage. We choose 
to analyze that Mahmoud think this law is avoiding more love than forced marriage, by 
stigmatizing more people than actually forcing people to get marriage.  
 
 
Part conclusion:  
In this chapter we analyzed Mahmoud’s opinion to the political law 24-year rule. The idea was to 
give an overview of how they fell connected to the Danish society and therefore also how much 
they trust the Danish society. We chose to analyze it like if the immigrants should trust the 
society and the institution they should not stigmatized or not recognized. According to our 
analysis we do not think this law will affect the trust to the institution and therefore will affect 
the choice in the society to alternative choice as Muslim private school.    
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Discussion 
 
In order to lead us to an answer to our research question, we want to look at the reactions and 
results of our analysis. The struggle to be recognized in the society for which they the respondent 
had lived, in the last 20 years is a desired that the respondent does not feel is being fulfilled, 
having left family, friends and all to lived and settled in a new community, it would naturally be 
expected of the new comers to any society to had recover from the tragic separation from Family 
and ones place of birth, had gone through the processes of socialization in order to integrated 
into the new society but that is not yet the case with our respondent, from his replied to one of 
our interview questions “no I don’t know that much and that is also one reason why I didn’t 
personally became friends with Danes families. I know the culture from what I have read in the 
books and the history from the books and newspapers. There are some issues that I just don’t 
understand in the Danish culture”. This Honneth argue is the foundation process of recognition 
and he stated that if that first part love is missing then it might be difficult to achieve the two 
other phases.  Our respondent feels the dominant actors in the society does not recognized him, 
hence he said “ The values make it harder for us to be a part of the society and to get Danish 
friends because you must have the same values at least”, he feels it dictates the norm and 
identity hence he feels stigmatized, devalued, in his own words, “same way I feel that some of 
the immigrants and foreigner policy takes some of my freedom away and they oppress me as a 
human” he spelt out his feelings, he is using his Muslim identity  to build a form of resistance 
identity against the legitimize identity of society, which according to Manuel Castells theory is a 
type of  creating identity. Denmark is supposedly a Christian country, with the state and church 
join together40, so therefore the dominate institution of the society traces their bases to Christian 
belief hence every other beliefs outside of  Christianity is not accepted or recognized by the 
dominate actors in the society. Being a Muslim living in a Christian country, He faces daily 
discrimination, victimization and other ill on the bases of his religion identity, these feelings also 
gives rise to resistance identity. The choice of a Muslim school against a public school is a 
conscious desire of our respondent to protect his children, preserve his religion and keep touch 
                                                          
40
 http://www.euresisnet.eu/Pages/ReligionAndState/DENMARK.aspx date accessed 
30/05/2012  
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with his cultural root even in a foreign country. “Our language is very important for us because 
it gives the child a stronger bond to his/hers culture. It is of course also a plus that they learn 
how to behavior according to Islam. It’s important that they learn their language because is 
reflect his culture, which is also tradition. Culture for me is not only tradition but also a question 
of that the child get a better understand of other societies, they learn to think in two ways 
because they have two culture and these two culture helps them in many ways.”. The Muslim 
school can be looked at as a form of project identity. Project identity according to Castells theory 
takes form when social actors usually outside of the dominating actors in the society, take 
whatever cultural materials are available to them, use such to build a new identity that redefined 
their position in the society, this can be the case when Mahmoud do not feel recognized or excluded 
from the domination institutions of the Danish society, join to form a block to promote his freedom of 
right to seek and have their own form of education, over time, he might not only be seeking to create a 
new identity but the transformation of the overall structure of which the society had been historically 
based. In other words, over a period of time from now, Muslim schools will become accepted by the 
domination institution of society that it becomes a part of the institution of the Danish society. It will be 
seen as another source of education and gaining knowledge specially suited for the new Danes with 
Islamic background just like other private school currently in Denmark.  
We can assume that the higher the degree of similarity between the answers the respondent gave 
us in the interview and the analysis of our theories by both Axel Honneth and Manuel Castells, 
we find to a large extend the desire for self recognition and a conscious desire to be recognized 
and creating an identity as a Muslim within the Danish society. 
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Conclusion 
 
Throughout our analyze and what the analyze contain we will give a conclusion of what we had 
founded out. In the first analyze we did choose a couple of quotes we started analyzing, we did 
quite fast get and expression of this is two resource strong parents. The parents are very well 
aware of quality and level of study in their choice of school. 
 
In our analyze Mahmoud are several time indirectly stating that he do not feel recognized in the 
society. The way he do not feel recognized is in two phases called juridical and solidarity phase 
in Axel Honneth’s theory, but the reason for this could be because phase one is left in Lebanon.  
In the juridical phase can we conclude that, he talks very negatively about the 24 years rule. He 
uses words as oppression and shameful, by this can conclude that he does not feel recognized by 
some of the laws. This will say that the rules the politicians made the rules and the receiver, 
Mahmoud do not find these laws acceptable and therefore not recognizing them.  
In the Solidarity phase is a bit more complex, it contains interactions, values, norms, mindsets 
and so on. In our analyze, we see countless times mention Danes and him has different mindsets 
and it is difficult to connect these different mindsets, therefore is it for his point of view difficult 
to be friends with Danes. The idea of different mindset does also affect the choice of school he 
do not think the public schools’ are capable of give their children a mindset who fit the parents’. 
Mahmoud states time to time, that language are one of the most important things of his choice of 
school, the idea of learning your mother tongue is essential to Mahmoud before they learn other 
language, this is according to Mahmoud the best channel to a good education. Even though he 
argues a lot about the mother tongue it seems like he feels that he choice of a Muslim private 
school are because of the Arabic identity and culture, he claim that culture is how you sit, eat, 
behavior, talks and moral. He is very much concerned about his nationality and it large effect on 
the interviews, he define him selves as first Palestinian and then Muslims. We can consequently 
conclude that the choice is not taken mainly because of the religion, but more about creating an 
Arabic identity where you learn moral codes and how to behave and using the institutions as way 
of raising their children.  
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The parents’ choice of the school can according to Manuel Castells, be seen as a conscience 
action, which will on purpose make a resistance identity. By not participating in the society and 
not including their children in the society, they will all fell stigmatized from the beginning. There 
are many examples of outcomes for the choice, getting less Danes as friends and low language 
requirements; this is just a couple of examples. The point is to show that this can in some cases 
direct to isolation of groups in society and thereby creating the resistance society we conclude 
that the family lives in. 
 
So we concluding buy this project that this family does not feel recognized by Axel Honneth’s 
phases and they are not a part of the legitimized identity but the resistance identity. In everyday 
words this could be seen as not integrated people, because they are creating their own identity 
and community. 
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Reflection 
In this section, we will give our feeling, thoughts and observation on the whole project 
At the start of our second semester, we choose to write a project on the religion and cultural 
clashes in the public school, but after some brainstorming, we came to settle with the topic 
parents’ choice of Muslim private schools for their children.  
We carried out our research in the chosen field, made informal visits to Muslim privates school 
to give an overview of the working environment of such school, we spoke with some of the 
administrators, we read some books, articles and project with some similarity to our chosen area 
of research. 
We started off in the undertaking of this research as four members of the group but unfortunately 
one of our members had to drop off, sitting some urgent personal issues, it was a big blow to us. 
The rest of us without different background tried to work together as a team. We cannot say we 
achieved our desired goals due to many things that militated against us. 
One of the major difficulties, we encountered was most literature on this topic of Muslim private 
school, which we expected to get inspirations from were in Danish and no all our members are 
Danish, we had to divided the group, those (1 Danish male, 1 Danish-Arab Muslim female and 
an African) who can speak Danish were to read books in Danish for idea and inspiration while 
the non Danish member was to read book to find out how is it is being operated in the UK and 
American. 
It was fun for us to research and write on a stormy issue like this, we tried not to be too 
emotional about the topic but judging from our background, we do not think we were able to 
convince others that were can be objective in our research. 
In the cause of undertaking this research, we came to understand each other and to value our 
ability, area of competent and attitude towards academic and social working together. Our 
division of the labor involved in this research, we have improved and gained new knowledge 
about research/project steps and methodology. 
We have had great help from our supervisor; she made very useful suggestion and correction on 
this research, although we might not have made all of such correction and suggestion. 
We had a host of many issues that worked against us, we were not totally united in the shape and 
form the research should take, we waited valuable time in disagreeing and we all have at each 
given point in the duration of this project such personal issue that had negative influence on other 
members and thereby slowing down the research work, punctuality and keep to agreed dates for 
meeting were a big factor for us. 
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We all agreed that there are many things we could had done better, which included the following  
• Chose a more social relevant and less controversial topic to write upon 
• Not to go into a researches that we cannot completely devoice our self and feelings from. 
• Start and be serious early in the semester, not waiting until it is two months away before 
been serious in our work. 
• Find a better way to agree to superior arguments of other members 
• Make better use of our supervisor and the workshops 
• Share the job of researching according to members competent and to follow up to see 
what each members are doing  
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Interview with Mahmoud and his wife Salma 
 
Ranaa: today we are here to talk about why you have chosen Muslim private school for your 
children. 
Mahmoud: first I have to tell that I am not like what you think. I did not choose the school 
because of the religion classes and it’s because of the language that we speak, which is Arabic. 
Our language is very important for us because it gives the child a stronger bond to his/hers 
culture. It is of course also a plus that they learn how to behavior according to Islam. Its 
important that they learn their language because is reflect his culture, which is also tradition. 
Culture for me is not only tradition but also a question of that the child get a better understand of 
other societies, they learn to think in two ways because they have to culture and these two culture 
helps them in many ways. 
Ranaa: can you give me an example of a way? 
Mahmoud: for example the learning process is easier and understanding other people from other 
culture becomes bigger too.   
Ranaa: you just said that you did not choose the school because of religion. If you went to your 
daughter’s class tomorrow and asked the parents of the other children if they have the same 
reason as you have – do you expect the same answer? 
Mahmoud: of course most of the parents send their children to such a school because they are 
muslims. That’s what I think. And not because they are arab. I don’t know how much the parents 
wants the children to be Arab or Muslims, if it is 100 % of 90 % muslim or arab.  That I wanted 
for my children was that they went to a Muslim private school to learn Arabic and learn all the 
basic needs in Arabic as language and as a culture/tradition. That is also why we decided that 
they have to go to an Arabic school till 6 or 7 class. And then they can start at a Danish public 
school that is not a problem for me. My children went to Danish kinder garden and that is not a 
problem for me. Some Muslims people think it is necessary that they learn more about Islam 
than Arabic and they are afraid of their children becomes more a part of the Danish society than 
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the Arab society. We are not afraid of that - if we think it is in a way that helps the child. So 
that’s the question. Many prefer that their child go to an Islamic school.  
Salma: I also think that the parents want to make sure that they keep in touch with their children 
and make sure that they understand their children and the children understands them. We have 
seen many examples of young people speaking Danish as it was their mother-tongue and their 
parents doesn’t speak Danish so well, that gives a lot of misunderstandings between them.  
Ranaa: when you chose a school for your child, what do you look for and what is the most 
important thing for you? 
Mahmoud: the most important thing for me is the schools reputation and their level of teaching. I 
expect that the school have at least the same level as a normal public school so there are no 
problems for the child when he starts at a public school in the future. From a Islamic view oh.. 
No sorry I meant that the important thing is that the level of the Danish language, the math and 
other classes are the same as the public school so they don’t get troubles because of the 
differences in the level. The other angle is that the child learns how to respect others from our 
view. The child learns “this is our culture, tradition” 
Salma: “this is right and wrong” 
Mahmoud: the child has to respect the teacher, the other people around him/her and don’t make 
any mistakes. Those kinds of issues. 
Ranaa: was it an easy choice for you to choose an Arabic school or was it difficult?  
Mahmoud: Walla honestly, no. of course it is difficult to know which school is best for your 
children or for you. But you have to be realistic. There is an Islamic school at Sankt.hans torv 
and this school is one of the best in Copenhagen compared to the other Muslim private schools. 
Sometimes it is not possible to send your children to this school because the waiting-list is very 
long and therefore we chooses schools that fits us and a school where the possibility is realistic. 
Of course it would have been difficult for us if we chose a private school with a long waiting list 
but when we are being realistic it is not that difficult for us.  
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Ranaa: have you never thought of sending them to a public school from the first class? 
Mahmoud: no never.  
Salma: the mother tongue is very important 
Mahmoud:  there have never been any doubt that when the children gets born they have to go to 
an Arabic school from 1st class till 6-7 class.  
Salma: because they always say that if the child doesn’t know his mother tongue it is very 
difficult for the child to learn other languages. And therefore it is very important to the child can 
understand and learn 
Ranaa: what kinds of thought do you get when I say “Danish public school?” 
Mahmoud: you mean what is best?  
Ranaa: no just your thoughts  
Mahmoud: we don’t have any problem with the Danish public school. We only have a problem if 
the child doesn’t learn Arabic. Our problem is not which school is best your problem is that the 
child muuuuuust learn the Arabic language and the Arabic culture and traditions.  
Salma: if the child doesn’t learn his language it is difficult to learn it when he becomes older.  
Ranaa: do you think that your child won’t have another personality if they went to a public 
school instead of a Muslim private school? 
Mahmoud: normally there will be some differences, but we can help her by giving her lessons in 
Arabic and learn her about our culture and traditions. It is not a question of being afraid of losing 
the child in that sense that the child looses his/hers roots. As I said before when the child learn 
the mother tongue first, the child automatically gets a bond to his/hers culture. It is not a problem 
for the child to learn Danish because they have to learn that some day and they live in Denmark 
but the child wont learn the Arabic language, only if someone learn them. Maybe and I am 
saying maybe if the child went to a Danish school his mind-set and personality changes, but we 
expect that he have at least what we expect he should know about your culture.  
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Ranaa: what are the different between Al-Quds school and a normal public school? 
Mahmoud: at the public school I think that the child grows up as…. Ehmm.. or lets start with the 
child in a Arabic school. The child that goes to a Arabic schools becomes more .. and that’s what 
I think …. the child gets more respect to the teacher, respect for your culture and traditions, of 
course they learn a little bit religion and for example he learn where his limit is  
Salma: and understand the culture 
Mahmoud: the question of understanding the culture is different compared where you went to 
school. I also think that there is more attention on the learning process in a private school than in 
a public school. The child learns more in a private school than public school. The Danish teacher 
often gives the child a lot of free time more than necessary. That might not be a problem for a 
Danish child but I think the child has to have limits and feel the responsibility and these things 
are not available at a public school.  
Ranaa: how is the structure of Al-Quds school? 
Mahmoud: they are being teach in religion around 2 times a week, Arabic 3 times a week, 
English 2 time a week and gym once in a week. All the children plays together, both gender.  
Ranaa: do you think that your relationship to the parents would be different if the parents were 
Danish? 
Mahmoud: of course. The chances for us to understand Arab parents are bigger than 
understanding Danish parents. The reason why is that I share the same culture and mind-set as 
the Arab. I understand their fear, their worries and thought. I understand all this because that’s 
how we are. Maybe that would be different for the new generation that has been born in 
Denmark because they have a stronger bond to Denmark that we have. I feel that there is not so 
much in common between us and the Danish parents, maybe only when is comes to learning 
process in the school. The Arab understands us better if there is a problem an Arab understands it 
better than a Danish person. For example if a Muslim kid won’t take a shower after gym with the 
rest of the kids. In such a situation you have to discuss with the school and the teachers. It is not 
a question about if we allow him or not, but a question about he doesn’t like to do it. The child 
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has more problems in some situations and those problems are not seen in an Arabic school. If a 
child goes to school camp we would be more comfortable if it is with an Arabic school than a 
Danish school.  
Ranaa: why? 
Mahmoud: because we believe that the Arab teacher cares more about our culture, tradition and 
religion more than the Danish. The Danish teacher gives much more space and free time for the 
child in the public school. I am talking about young people from 7-9 classes because their 
behavior is different in those years of their life and you have to be more aware all the time. The 
child becomes a teenager and the mistakes – what we believe is a mistake is not always a mistake 
in the eyes of a Danes and they believe it as a part of their culture.  Therefore we feel more 
comfortable when there is Arab teacher around the children.  
Ranaa: what about the rest of your family living in Denmark? Which schools do they go to? 
Mahmoud: we just got some in the families who went to a public school but honestly we try 
convince the parents to send them to an Arabic school. We have experience from our own 
children and these experiences are expected as succeed. They all went to gymnasium and 
universities. I won’t say that it was succeed 100 % but it succeeds very well. Therefore we wish 
that our relatives would do the same as we did. Some of my relatives does not thinks that the 
Arabic language is so important. They think it’s all about the language. Arabic schools are not 
only about learning language the whole learning and teaching process is much different. The 
Arabic school is all about culture and behavior. They teach them how to behavior, eat, drink and 
talk. This is not only the parent’s responsibility but also the schools to. It is easier to teach them 
all these things when the teacher does the same thing too. So we experience that it’s best for the 
child to learn the mother tongue.  
Ranaa: did all your children go to an Arabic Muslim school? 
Mahmoud: yes of course.  
The young girl sitting and listing said: I felt that a big part of my upbringing came from the 
school.  
SIB 21.2 Second semester project  Working paper 
   Group 6  Supervisor Linni Gad 
  
 
59 
 
Mahmoud: of course. That’s the idea, that they help the parents.  The teacher tells the child “this 
is right and wrong”  
Ranaa: so there is none upbringing in the public schools? 
Mahmoud: no what I mean is that the upbringing changes because the whole culture changes. 
There is a different of what is wrong and right in the two cultures. What is right for them might 
be wrong for us. That’s all.  
Ranaa: Do you feel that you need a Muslim social network in Denmark?  
Mahmoud: no they don’t have to be Muslim as a religion. We like to have friends from the 
whole world. But it always turns to what is my interests and the others. Choosing friends out 
from a religion point of view have never happened in our lives. 
Ranaa: when what do you look for in the social network you wish or have? 
Mahmoud: what is important to have a social network for me is that we have common interest. 
What is it we have in common no matter if the person is Christian or not Arabic is does not 
matter. The religion has never been hindrance for us.   
Ranaa: can you give me an example?  
Mahmoud: what is important is what we have in common for example language, culture, and 
mind-set, for example sport. If I like sport and my friend does, then we have something in 
common. My background, the cases that I fight for and care for, understanding of the Islamic 
people, politics and so on it all plays a role of how I treat other people. Therefore there are many 
Muslims that I cant be friends with because our mind-set doesn’t fit each other. It is easier for me 
to become a friend of an Arab because we already have the language and culture and we deal 
with same kinds of problem and therefore our understanding for each other is very big. The 
values make it harder for us to be apart of the society and to get Danish friends because you must 
have the same values at least. Besides that the mind-set are different, I feel that these issues is 
something Arab cares more about; generous, responsibility, love for the people/social network. 
All these issues I feel that we have more of it then they have. I think but I don’t know only Allah 
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knows that they like to be very free and openly and I think that people should become friends 
with those whom they care interest and mind-set with.  
Ranaa: when I hear the same Al-Quds school I don’t think of it as an Arabic school but as a 
Muslim school. How do you feel about it? 
Mahmoud: I don’t think there a specific kind of Islam. They teach sunni Islam and that’s all. The 
school is very normal and it does not have any political islam staff/workers. They don’t teach the 
children to something specific. The school don’t choose their pupils, they don’t care if they are 
sunni or shia muslim. Unfortunately there is some Muslim schools who is separated between shia 
and sunni muslims. It is the parents who choose and for example a Shia couple chooses a shia 
school for their children. This issue is not a problem for me if it doesn’t affect the child’s future 
in a bad way.  
Ranaa: do you don’t mind if they go to a shia muslim school? 
Mahmoud: no I don’t mind if the child does not gets affected of a specific mind-set and culture. 
All these topics about sunni, shia and doruse does not mean anything for us. I don’t rise my child 
up as sunni or shia muslim. We are born sunni muslim and therefore the child ends automatically 
sunni muslim without us affecting the child or make the child feel he has to be the same as us. To 
avoid racism we don’t rise your children to be sunni Muslim’s, but only as a Muslim.  
Ranaa: do if your daughter comes today and tells you see wants to become an shia muslim, how 
would you react?  
Mahmoud: she has to give me some good reasons why she wants to be a shia muslim and then 
we talk about it back and front. In the end she has to convince me. When the child becomes older 
I cant change him/her anyone, therefore they decide their life but if they want to change religion 
I need to discuss it and understand what led him/her to change their religion.  
Ranaa: what does society means for you? 
Mahmoud: the Danish society is just like other societies in the world. Honestly we arab lives in a 
community in a community.  
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Ranaa: who specific lives like that? 
Mahmoud: us all arab people. We live in smaller communities in the bigger Danish community. 
We talk to each other, buy stuff from each other, sit together and travel together and so on. This 
mix between the arab community and the Danish community is very weak unfortunately. When 
we came to Denmark and didn’t know the society that well we were afraid of it. We used to say 
“this society is too open, this society can destroy our children, this society might take over our 
culture and religion. Day by day went and then we realized that this society is scary of course 
and we made sure that your culture did not melt in their culture. Unfortunately I also feel that the 
Danish society is afraid of us. We hear it in the news that they are afraid of the increases of the 
Muslims in Denmark. The Danes got a phobia against the muslims. Unfortunately because they 
don’t understand us well enough they made laws that splinted us more. Laws as changed a lot 
and that divided us more intro groups. 
Ranaa: which kinds of laws? 
Mahmoud: the immigration policy has changes and is much more strict and the 24-years old law. 
A lot have changed the last 20-25 years. There is too much freedom, the Danish people are very 
broad-minded and I feel that they are selfish. They should make strict laws when is comes to 
drugs, stealing, alcohol and they should do something about that because it is getting worse. 
Therefore I think they are very open and easy taking the problems compared to the immigration 
laws.  
Ranaa: what is your role in the society? 
Mahmoud: I not satisficed with my self in the Danish society. The issue that the society and I 
both are responsibly for is that I can’t find myself in this society. I am talking about my 
personally experience and not general. The problem is that each society a person lives in, the 
person does not care about the topics that the society care about. Unfortunately a big part of the 
immigrants in Denmark are not active in the society. They don’t participate. This makes me feel 
I live in a double society.  
Ranaa: why are they not active?  
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Mahmoud: they are afraid of the society; the biggest problem is the language. Many people are 
afraid of learning the language because they are afraid of not being good enough. The structure 
of the Danish society made the people to care more about their economical situation than how to 
participate in the society. The welfare state made the people to count on the states economical 
support. And therefore many people didn’t enter the labor marked because it was no needed. The 
money came by it self. The Danish society start to be aware of this problem, but in a dangerous 
way. They start to make new laws that makes the life as immigrant very difficult and it makes it 
even more difficult for our children. Especially the young guys also called new Danes have a lot 
of problems because they don’t feel a connection to the country or a special bond, even if they 
are born in Denmark. They don’t feel this is their country or welcome. The result of that is that 
many guys don’t get any education, jobs and some becomes criminal. They start to hate the 
society because they are being forgotten and they are not getting any help to stand on their own 
and get integrated. A lot of the immigrants who came to Denmark came with a lot of problems 
such as; economical problems, social problems, health problems, psychical problems because 
many came from war zone. Therefore the parents did not have enough energy to raise their 
children in the correct way. They did not raise their children when they were kids, but when they 
became older and when the problems started they tried to solve the problems and to raise them. 
But in that time it is too late because the children are teenagers or older in some cases. A part of 
the Arab society and they think that just because they have been a war in their life the whole 
society has a responsibility and of course the Danish society should not be responsible for all 
that. A part of it is the responsibility of the parents and a part of it is the societies I think.  
Ranaa: do you feel you are active in the society? 
Mahmoud: me? I have been working with almost only Danes the last 16-17 years. I have been 
independent worker and around 90-95% of the people I work with are Danes. In that way I am 
satisfied with my self. I am active from a labor marked aspect but not from a social aspect. I 
don’t have any Danish friends, not even one. The places were I work and were I see the same 
people for years there haven’t been any common interest that could lead us to a friendship. It is 
not because I am not a social person but I just never felt that anyone of them could become my 
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friend. Therefore I never tried to get a relationship to them. I am not active in any political way 
or social way in the society. I don’t really care about what happens in the society. 
Ranaa: why don’t you care?  
Mahmoud: because from the beginning I always felt that this is not my last stop. I don’t feel I 
could get old in this country and therefore I have a wish to return to my homeland someday. This 
topic also gave me some problems because I did not think of the future in Denmark because I 
always kept in my mind that this is not my last stop. I would continue to another country 
someday. From the beginning I was expecting to return to my homeland, I don’t know if this is 
right or wrong of me to think like that.  
Ranaa: do you feel you know everything about the laws in Denmark? 
Mahmoud: I feel I know everything that interest me as a foreigner like immigration policy and 
labor marked policy. I know the law that cares me. I did not participate in the society that much 
so therefore I don’t know other laws beside those who I care about because they might affect my 
life.  
Ranaa: do you feel that you have the same knowledge about the laws and Danish system as an 
ethnic Danish person has in your age? 
Mahmoud: I know much more about the immigration policy than he does probably. And of 
course he probably has more knowledge about the system in other cases that doesn’t care me. 
That I think I must know about the system and laws I know it.  
Ranaa: what about your knowledge about the culture in Denmark? 
Mahmoud: no I don’t know that much and that is also one reason why I didn’t personally became 
friends with Danes families. I know the culture from what I have read in the books and the 
history from the books and newspapers. There is some issues that I just don’t understand in the 
Danish culture which for example is that when a child turns 18 years old the parents ask him to 
move out – or let him move out without any good reason beside that they need to get 
independent. I have to live in da Danish family so I can start to maybe understand why they think 
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this is good and how they think. I think that young people still might need help in that age and I 
understand they do it so he can get more mature and develop personally. I just don’t understand 
why they have to move out to learn these things. It is also difficult for me to understand that. 
There is many cases that I don’t understand, I still can’t understand a lot of things that might be 
simple for the Danish society but for me it’s not simple at all. For example the way they treat 
people who take drugs (and the weak policy at that area) and hos they raise their children. I don’t 
understand that.  
Ranaa: do you accept the Danish system and laws?  
Mahmoud: yes of course I accept them if they don’t take my freedom from a religion angle away 
from me and in the same way I feel that some of the immigrants and foreigner policy takes some 
of my freedom away and they oppress me as a human. For example the 24 years old law, I think 
it’s shameful when a government thinks they are allowed to decide when a human can gets 
married and to whom. I don’t understand this.  
Ranaa: what do you think when I say identity? 
Mahmoud: the first think I think of is that I am Palestinian. Before I think I am a Muslim and an 
Arab I think that of my Palestinian identity. Before I think of identity I think that of Palestine, 
after that I think of being an Arab and a Muslim.  
Ranaa: do you think the girls identity would be different if then went to a public school?  
Mahmoud: yes I think so. Not so much because we are very much aware of giving the child the 
arab culture. But of course I think there would be a different, but not a big one because we are 
aware of this issue.  
 
 
 
